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ÅLondonôs housing crisis

ÅThe Mayorôs new approach to land

ÅThe role of compulsory purchase

ÅSupporting the use of CPO powers

ÅThe need for reform

Outline



Londonôs housing crisis 



Londonôs housing crisis contôd 



The Mayorôs proactive approach to land 

ÅLondon Plan target:

66k homes per year

Å116k affordable homes 

by 2022

ÅExpand and refocus 

Homes for Londoners 

team:

ïIdentify and bring 

forward more land

ïBrokerage and 

coordination

ïProactively 

assembling and de-

risking sites 



The Mayorôs Land Fund

ÅLand Fund - at least 

£250m to:

ïBring forward land more 

quickly

ïDeliver more affordable 

homes

ïOvercome barriers

ïPromote innovation

ÅStrategic interventions ï

Affordable Homes 

Programme

ÅSt Annôs hospital site ï

deliver 334 more 

affordable homes (fivefold 

increase)



The role of compulsory purchase



Fragmented land ownership



Public sector -led assembly:
Claude Bernard, Paris



ÅProvide certainty: including by using Mayoral CPO 

powers where necessary

ÅExamining the case for a CPO Centre of Expertise

ïGuidance and support?

ïPooling resource and expertise?

ÅCalling for improvements to the CPO guidance:

ïEarly engagement

ïóNo scheme worldô valuation methodologies

ïClarity on óreasonable stepsô

ÅCalling for better resourcing: First -tier and Upper 

Tribunals and MHCLG

Supporting the use of CPO powers



Rieselfeld , Germany (2006)



Rieselfeld , Germany (2012)



Å Examined land assembly 

in France, Germany, the 

Netherlands

Å Recommendations:

ï Better resource land 

assembly

ï Incentivise voluntary land 

assembly

ï Improve compulsory 

purchase process

ï Plan for land assembly: 

Land Assembly Zone 

designations

More fundamental reform?


